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FOREWORD 


“Gyanam Paramam Dhyeyam” or “knowledge is the ultimate 
goal” depicts Indian philosophy about knowledge and its 
dissemination. The concept of sharing and contributing knowledge 
is in-built into the Indian philosophy with an ultimate objective of 
creation, assimilation and dissemination of knowledge. The 
philosophy behind open source software, which precedes concept of 
open access, is to make the source code available in open access to 
the general public for use and / or modify with a rider that derivative 
solutions are also made available in open. The essential premises of 
the open access publishing is to promote open exchange of ideas and 
information amongst scientific community and society in general with 
removal of limitations of subscription costs, licensing arrangements 
and copyright inherent to the traditional model of commercial journal 
publishing. The open access movement is supported by publishers, 
several of them even welcome its benefit. The library community 
has embraced open access by adopting open access journals and by 
launching institutional repositories in their institutions. I believe that 
the philosophy of open-source software and open access publishing 
is closely associated with the philosophy of libraries as community- 
oriented organizations open to public in general. 

The first scientific journal came into existence more than 300 
years ago, whereas concept of open access is only two decades old 
that emerged with WWW as the most important platform for 
promoting scientific discovery and its speedy dissemination. In the 
last two decades, open access in scholarly communication proved as 
the most potent way in bridging the gap between have and have-not 
in research. Open access makes the research outputs freely available 
to the public for use, reuse and free from all sorts of restrictions. 
Open-access journals, considered as “golden route”, for providing 
access to peer-reviewed journal literature in electronic format free of 
charge without any restriction of access over the Web. However, the 
publishing charges are levied on the authors as “article processing 
charges” for disseminating scholarship for free to users. E-prints 
archives or institutional repositories, often referred to as “green route” 
to open access publishing, are popular mechanism to provide open 
access to scholarly literature. However, the Institutional Repositories 
are suffering from lack of clear-cut open access policies. The content 
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creators are also largely reluctant in uploading their research in the 
Institutional Repositories if not mandated by the funding agencies. 

Open access proved itself as a “double-edged sword”. While on 
one hand, it is one of the noblest alternative methods of publishing 
using web as a method of delivery of scholarlycommunication, on 
the other hand, it gave birth to predatory journals, variably called as 
fake or questionable journals.The article “Stop this waste of people, 
animals and money”published in Nature in 2017 evaluated 1,907 
papers published in 200 predatory journals and found that 
corresponding authors came from 103 countries with highest 
contribution from India (27%) followed by the United States (15%), 
Nigeria (5%), Iran (4%) and Japan (4%).Besides, DOAJ, a curated 
list of open access journals, has accepted only 10% of 2000+ new 
applications it received from open access publishers in India since 
2004. Over a very short span of time the “predatory journal” 
mushroomed in the publishing world very rapidly with a sizable 
contributors from India. Moreover, “plagiarism”, “data fudging” and 
“data manipulation”have now become a serious threat and a big 
challenge globally. The magnitude of unethical practices can only be 
eradicated by means of good practices from the very beginning of 
the research career. 

To fight against such ill-practices in scholarly communication 
process, a considerable number of global movement have already 
been initiated by the government or the philanthropic societies towards 
making research ethically ‘right’ and simultaneously free for all ills. 
The Society for Information Science (SIS) took the leading role in 
advocating “Open Access” among all the stakeholders through 
meaningful discussions in its 33rd Annual Convention during 7-8 
April, 2017 at CSIR- Indian institute of Chemical Biology, Kolkata. 

I am delighted to see the proceedings of the said conference and 
I hope this publication will help stakeholders to draw a road map for 
their respective institutions, adapt and adopt evolving open access 
technologies. I am pleased to dedicate the proceedings of the 33rd 
Annual Convention of SIS to the new generation of library and 
information scientists. 


viii 


(Jagdish Arora) 

Director, INFLIBNET 


PREFACE 


"OA doesn’t merely share knowledge. It accelerates research by helping authors 
and readers find one another. It’s compatible with intermediaries but not with inter¬ 
mediaries who erect access barriers to keep authors and readers apart." 

Peter Suber, Open access. (2012). 


In simple words a level playing field is an idea related to 
fairness, where each stake holder of a game has a coequalopportunity 
to win. But this is only possible if the game is governed by the same 
set of rules. Internet with the advent of Web from 2002-2003 pro¬ 
vided academia and researchers in developing block of the world a 
level playing field in electronic communication. The Open Access 
(OA), on the other hand, provided a similar level playing field in the 
domain of scholarly communication. OA is now a matured move¬ 
ment in developing countries including India. Fortunately we are not 
passive consumer of OA resources any more. We have presently 
around 79 listed repositories in OpenDOAR. The three of these re¬ 
positories contributed more than one lakh resources each (196538 
items in ShodhGanga, 130760 items in KrishiKosh and 106351 items 
in the repository of Indian Academy of Sciences). DOAJ lists a total 
of 254 number of peer reviewed OA journals published from India. 
DST and DBT (under Ministry of Science and Technology, Govt, of 
India) worked jointly to develop Science-Central (http:// 
sciencecentral.in/), which includes facility to search OA resources 
distributed in repositories in the institutes operating under DST and 
DBT from a single-window search service. 

A cross-institutional forum namely Open Access India has 
been developed recently to support and promote OA in India (http:// 
openaccessindia.org). These are all stories related to success of OA 
in India. But there are the other sides of the story. ROARMAP, till 
date, lists that only 16 institutes from India has adopted any kind of 
OA policy (see http://roarmap.eprints.org/view/country/356.html). 
The OA policies as declared by DST-DBT and ICAR do not include 
many important components that can help libraries in developing 
open access repositories like metadata policy, harvesting policy, digital 
format policy etc. The recent Delhi Declaration of OA as published 
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by Open Access India (http://openaccessindia.org/delhi-declaration- 
on-open-access-brief/) is also a generic one and does not throw any 
light in crucial components of OA infrastructure as required in de¬ 
veloping open access repositories. As most of the institutional re¬ 
positories in India have been created and being maintained by librar¬ 
ies of the respective institutes, these policy frameworks need to be 
comprehensive and conclusive in covering technicalities related to 
building and developing OA infrastructure. 

The proceedings of the 33rd Annual Convention the Society 
for Information Science (SIS) held during 7-8 April, 2017 at CSIR- 
Indian Institute of Chemical Biology, Kolkata is an attempt to orga¬ 
nize discussions in six related sections to cover many essential com¬ 
ponents that are considered important for developing OA infrastruc¬ 
ture, policies and advocacy in India. It also includes some futuristic 
deliberations that may shape future of OA in India. The selected peer 
reviewed papers are presented under six focal sub-themes namely 
Open Access: The Context, Open Access Evaluation, Open Access 
Repositories, Open Access Policies, Open Access Publishing, and 
Open Learning. A total of twenty-eight papers are included in these 
sections. 

The editorial board took utmost care in organization and pre¬ 
sentation of the topics of deliberation and grateful to reviewers for 
their thoughtful suggestions. We convey our heartfelt thanks to the 
contributors of this proceedings and hope to receive their supports in 
the future endeavours of the Society for Information Science (SIS). 


Editors 
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